SUPER PARADISE

A creative documentary about 1970s Mykonos –
a paradise that was lost and never recovered.
Super Paradise is a film that examines how 1970s Mykonos became a symbol of absolute
freedom and self-expression. Today, Mykonos is one of the most expensive destinations in
the world -- were the seeds for what it has become planted in the 1970s? Was it about the
people and their unquenchable thirst for freedom, or was it something more?
The film addresses some of these questions by meeting the people who were in the middle
of it all in the 1970s and exploring how they co-exist with the "new" Mykonos. We meet the
founders of some of the most prestigious bars in the world, the locals who witnessed the
phenomenon, and the international jet-setters.
We travel back in time with our characters who expose us to the light and dark sides of
paradise. We hear about the influence of New York City and the Far East, the effect of the
Greek military dictatorship on Mykonos, and the greed that led to personal betrayals. The
image of a time of innocence starts to blur.
As the film progresses, we begin to observe our main characters in contemporary Mykonos.
We are with them as they experience a totally different world, one that stands in stark
contrast to the halcyon days of the 1970s. We see how they live on a tiny island, which, like
so many destinations, has been battered by mass tourism and frenzied development.
At the end, the film makes a broader comment about how utopias of the past have been
transformed into tourist traps of the present, allowing viewers to arrive at their own
conclusions -- are these places modern versions of hell or new types of paradise?

TREATMENT | TONE | STYLE
Super Paradise uses a classical three-act narrative structure. Act One highlights the global
chaos of the ‘60s and ‘70s. Act Two focuses on the creation of paradise. Act Three
examines what Mykonos has become. It is a character-driven film that tells the story of the
island through the eyes of different types of characters, all of whom offer a unique
perspective. What was it like for Andreas Koutsoukos, the poor fisherman who suddenly
became the owner of Pierro’s, one of the top 5 bars in the world? How did Loukas Doukas’
travels to Bali and Goa influence his worldview and what he brought back to Mykonos? How
did the local farmers and shepherds experience the transformation of the island?
Personal interviews and fly-on-the-wall scenes of the main characters are interwoven with
rich archival material, Super 8 footage, the iconic music from the era, tasteful reenactments,
and retro animation and graphics. The film blends historical events with emotion as we tell
the story of this complicated island.
The visual tone and style of the film are influenced by the director’s personal experiences in
1970s Mykonos. At the time, it was a place of total freedom, unbridled hedonism, and raw
natural beauty. All of these elements work together in perfect harmony to create a feeling of
sweet intoxication, and they will guide the aesthetics of the film and inform its flow.
PRODUCTION STATUS | FINANCING PLAN
The film is in late development. We conducted research interviews in October 2021. We are
scheduled to shoot in April 2022 and are aiming to complete the film in Spring 2023. At a
broad level, our immediate production goals are: to leverage the unique access that we
have to our characters, to dig deeper into their personal histories, and to digitize one of the
most extensive archives of Mykonos, which is held by Dimitris Koutsoukos.
Super Paradise has secured financing from the Greek Film Center and FILMIKI
Productions, which amounts to approximately 20% of the production budget. We have
applied for financing from the Hellenic Broadcasting Corporation (ERT / 20%) and expect
results by April 2022. We are also in discussions with a potential French distributor and coproducer (30%). Finally, once the financing is in place, we plan to apply for the Greek cash
rebate through EKOME (National Centre of Audiovisual Media and Communication / 30%).
MARKETING & DISTRIBUTION
Super Paradise is a film that has global potential and, at the same time, niche appeal.
The film is built on two foundational pillars: the brand names of the 1970s and of Mykonos.
Together, they create a unique marketing and distribution opportunity that can be targeted
towards: people who have visited the island from around the world; people interested in the
music and history of the 1970s; the LGBTQ community; people who are aficionados of
Greece; people who are into nightlife culture; and, of course, the broader Mykonian
community. Using a dedicated website and social media applications, we will start to build a
grassroots outreach campaign that will begin before the film is completed.
In terms of distribution, we are aiming to premiere at A-list international film festivals, like
IDFA or Sundance, and are also interested in a theatrical release, as well as securing
distribution on VOD platforms like Netflix, Amazon, or HBO. To these ends, we are looking
for and planning to include co-producers, sales agents and distributors from an early stage.

STEVE KRIKRIS has over 30 years of experience as a director. His feature film
The Waiter has won 8 awards and participated in 40 film festivals across the
world. PAUL TYPALDOS is a Greek-American producer who lives and works in
Athens. He produced Las Malas Intenciones, a Peruvian feature film that
premiered at Berlinale and was Peru’s nomination for an Oscar. DAFNI
KALAFATI has over 15 years of experience in documentary development and
production. Her film Oneironauts won the Best Experimental Documentary award
at the HotDocs Toronto Film Festival.
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